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Calendar

June 

Friday 15th  
School Disco 6pm – 7.30pm 
Monday 18th   
Marc Van 
Wednesday 20th 
Night at the Museum 5.30-7pm 
Monday 25th – Friday 29th  
Smiles on Site 
Friday 29th  
Pyjama Day 

July 

Tuesday 17th – Wednesday 25th   
Somers Camp 
Tuesday 24th – Friday 27th   
Yr5 Camp – Maldon  

August 

Wednesday 8th – Friday 10th 
Yr3 Camp – Angahook  
Friday 24th   
Student Free Day – No School 

 

October 

Monday 22nd – Friday 26th  
Yr6 Camp – Melbourne  

November 

Wednesday 7th – Friday 9th  
Yr4 Camp 
 
 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Hi everyone, I hope you all had an enjoyable and safe long weekend. 

 

As I mentioned briefly last week I was out of school Wednesday and Thursday at our 2018 Regional Leadership 

Conference. The conference provided an opportunity for School Principals, Assistant Principals and Leading teachers 

to come together to share knowledge and explore opportunities to strengthen our school system here in Victoria.  The 

Minister of Education (James Merlino) opened the conference; he set the scene for the conference talking about the 

importance of building a strong public education system, and mentioned that the Government is committed to 

supporting schools to further improve the quality of education in this state.  We had a number of other key people 

speak, including Gill Callister (Secretary for the Department of Education and Training) and Bruce Armstrong (Deputy 

Secretary) who challenged schools to work collectively rather than independently to drive improvement in our system.  

Over the two days, I had the opportunity to listen to a number of international speakers who challenged our thinking 

and provided us with a chance to reflect about what we are doing within schools to improve students learning 

outcomes. I must say, although I enjoyed participating in this event, I was certainly surprised how mentally exhausted 

I was by the end of the two days. The encouraging thing to come out of this was that much of the work we have 

identified during the school review fits in nicely with many of the themes that were discussed.  I certainly look forward 

to keeping you informed of our work moving forward. 

 

As you are aware, we recently started our student representative council meetings. The focus of our second meeting 

last week was to teach students how a formal meeting is undertaken. During our general business, students discussed 

running a series of special lunch order days next term using Routleys as a provider.  The students also arranged 

feedback from their classes regarding some new playground equipment, this recommendation will go back to school 

council next week for a decision.  The last thing we discussed was coming up with ideas on how to spend the Book 

BBQ money that has been raised this term. Today was the last of our Book BBQs.  I would like to thank Jimmy and his 

wife Janie for all the work they have been doing to organise and cook the BBQ on each occasion. They certainly have 

helped the students raise a lot of money. 
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Melbourne Museum  

I certainly loved hearing all the positive feedback 

from the students regarding our Melbourne 

Museum trip last week.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the staff for their time 

and commitment to make sure the excursion was 

a smooth and enjoyable experience for all our 

students.  Just a reminder we have our night at 

the museum showcase next Wednesday. We 

hope you can come along to see what the kids 

have been learning about this term. 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

Last week we had our second Breakfast Club event.  It was certainly well supported again by students and families.  I 

would like to thank Kate for her organising and the members from the Momentum Christian Centre in Bannockburn 

for running the program and providing all the food.  We certainly look forward to the possibility of holding another 

event next term. 

 

 

Parent teacher interviews    

Please note, we are holding our parent-teacher interviews in the 

last week of this term due to the number of camps that are 

running early next term.  We will be sending a form home early 

next week to explain how you can book a time with your child’s 

teacher.   

 

 

Before School Care Survey 

Each family should have received a note home this week inviting you to participate 

in a survey to gauge the level of interest around offering a before-school care 

program next term.  The survey only takes 1 minute to do, please use the link 

below to get access. 

https://bit.ly/2stNm1v  

https://bit.ly/2stNm1v
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Student Achievement Awards 

Prep/1 

Jake McNamara 

For excellent behaviour and participation  

on our Museum excursion 

William Loveday  

For always being a great helper and friend  

in our classroom 

  

2/3 

Harry Kemp 

For a fantastic story about finding a bone 

Max Murfitt 

For always being a good friend 

 

4/5  

Xavier Raftery 

For his excellent reading stamina every day 

Matilda Kelly 

For her fabulous study on her novel 

 

 

 

5-6  

Torah Munday 

For her excellent progress in reading 

Dalton Griffiths 

For his determination to grow in maths 

Art 

Max Murfitt 

For taking responsibility for keeping the art room neat and tidy 

 

 

MPS Disco 

Just are reminder we have our School Disco 

fundraising event this Friday night from 

6pm to 7:30pm.   

 

Camp Payments 

We have a number of camps on durng the 

second half of the year.  The Grade 5 and 

Grade 3 camps are both on in the first 4 

weeks of next term.  If you need assistance 

in setting up a regular payment plan, 

please speak to Judith in the school office.  
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Bullying and Harassment Policy 

During our last school council meeting we had a number of school policies that were certified. One of these was our 

‘Bullying and Harassment Policy’.  During our discussions, one of our members raised a question, “Do our families 

really understand what is meant by the word bullying?”  It was a really important question to raise, as we often speak 

to kids about what things define bullying, but we probably don’t do enough to share this information with families.   It 

is important to understand we have a zero tolerance to bullying at school.  While we accept and understand that, there 

will be occasions where students will have conflict with others, we certainly work hard to resolve these conflicts as 

quickly as possible to ensure both parties find a positive resolution. It is important to understand the key term to 

define a bullying situation comes down to whether the situation involves behaviours that involve deliberate targeting 

and repeated actions by one or more individuals.  It is always an unpleasant experience for people to go through 

conflict, the most important message for everyone is that you need to make sure you speak up if you ever feel 

threatened or find yourself in a conflict with others.  I have included sections of our policy below: 

 

Definitions 
              Bullying is when someone, or a group of people, deliberately upsets or hurts another person or    
               damages their property, reputation or social acceptance on more than one occasion. There is an  
               imbalance of power in incidents of bullying with the bully or bullies having more power at the time   
               due to age, size, status or  other reasons. 
               Cyberbullying is direct verbal or indirect bullying behaviours using digital technologies. This  
               Includes harassment via a mobile phone, setting up a defamatory personal website or deliberately  
               excluding someone from social networking spaces. 
               Homophobic Bullying on the basis of sexuality is a common experience for young people who are  
               same sex attracted or for those who may not behave according to gender stereotypes. 

 

Categories of bullying include direct physical bullying (hitting, kicking, pinching, pushing or damaging 
property), direct verbal bullying (name calling, insults, teasing, intimidation, racist remarks or verbal abuse), 
indirect verbal bullying (lying or spreading rumours, playing nasty jokes, mimicking or encouraging others 
to socially  exclude someone) and cyberbullying (direct verbal or indirect bullying behaviours using digital 
technologies including harassment using a mobile phone, setting up a defamatory website or deliberately 
excluding someone from social spaces). 
 

Many distressing behaviours are not examples of bullying even though they are unpleasant and often 
require teacher intervention and management. 
 

Mutual conflict involves an argument or disagreement between people but not an imbalance of power. 
Both parties are upset and usually both want a resolution. Unresolved mutual conflict can develop into 
bullying if one of the parties targets the other repeatedly in retaliation. 
 

Social rejection or dislike is not bullying unless it involves deliberate and repeated attempts to cause 
distress, exclude or create dislike by others. 
 

Single-episode acts of nastiness or physical aggression are not the same as bullying. If someone is verbally 
abused or pushed on one occasion, they are not being bullied. Nastiness or physical aggression that is 
directed towards many different people is not the same as bullying. However, this does not mean that single 
episodes should be ignored or condoned as these are unacceptable behaviours. 
 

If you have any questions or would like more information regarding this policy, please make a time to catch up 
with me.  
 

That is it for this week; I hope everyone has a great weekend! 
 
Shane Sachse
Acting Principal 
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Tree Planting 

The children will be involved in planting 135 trees around the school in the last week of term.  If you have time to 

help us or have any tree planting equipment that you could loan the school it would be much appreciated. 

 

Chooks 

Our chooks are no longer laying enough eggs to pay for their food.  For this reason, we are looking into getting some 

new chooks.  If you could give a good home to our remaining 2 chooks, please contact the office. 

 

Uniform sale 

We are having a Uniform Clearance Sale.  Existing stock only. Cash or Eftpos will 

need to be paid on the day of purchase.  

 Normal Price Sale Price 

Jumper – Polar Fleece with half zip $32 $20 

Jumper – Polar Fleece with half zip $32 $20 

Vest – Polar Fleece with full zip  $20  $12 

Track Pants – Fleece  $25  $15 

Track Pants – Warm Up  $25  $15 

Polo – Short Sleeves  $23  $15 

Polo – Long Sleeves  $25  $15 

Shorts – with long legs  $15  $10 
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